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of his tomb1 the trees which fee had planted in his garden.
Amongst them there were not less than 120 Doum Palms. If
the fruits discovered by Flinders Fetrie at Kahun were not
introduced from .^Ethiopia, we must even admit that the tree
was planted in Egypt 800 years before that period. 2
The palm received its native name 'Mama'3 (which means
"divided in two") from the fact that the stem of the tree is usually
bifurcate. The^phrast, too, (371-286 B.C.) who calls the palnV
cucifera (cuciophorus) makes this the distinctive character of the
tree :
"The tree," he says,4 u which is called cucifera, shows with
regard to its trunk and leaves a great resemblance to the Date
Palm, but it is distinguished by the fact that, whilst the stem, of
the Date Palm is simple and entire, its trunk is divided into two
branches, each of which in its turn is split up into two secondary
branches, which bear short and few branches."
The Doum Palm is usually shown with the bifurcate stem on
the pictures of the Egyptian tombs. There is one of them
which represents the general arrangement as well as all the
details of the park of an officer of Amenhotpu II, the, seventh
king of the 18th dynasty. Sycamores, Date-Trees and Doum
Palms play an important part in the artistically laid out garden.5
On a picture from one of the tombs of Tell-el-Araarna, 6 on the
contrary, the artist represented the Doum Palm with a simple
stem, bun with the characteristic fan-shaped leaves.
The fruits of the Doum Palm which have been found in im*
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